Worksheet 3 – Evaluating resources in depth

Exercise overview
In this exercise we will focus on evaluating resources in depth.  In order to do this each group will read and evaluate a single article.  As a whole, the class will discuss the relevance of each article read to the research question and make a decision about how well the articles overall address the research question.
Instructions
Working in groups of 3, complete the worksheet.  Appoint one person to record the group answers on the worksheet, one person to read the questions and assignments to the group, and one person who is responsible for reporting back.  All three members of the group should participate in discussion and reading.
Instructions:  As a class we are going to evaluate resources selected to answer a research question.  Two people will evaluate a resource, answering the following questions using our resource evaluation framework:
The topic:  Health care reform 
Research question:  The “Public Option” has been a hotly debated portion of health care reform now before the senate.  While support for the public option varies from individual to individual, understanding the overall perspective of certain interested groups enables us to examine the pro/con perspectives of this issue more objectively.  For the purpose of this research, the following groups will be investigated:  Physicians, Pro-“public option” government officials,  Anti-“public option” government officials, private citizens, and  political pundits.  How are the views of these groups similar?  How are they different?  Given this analysis of this research, is there any room for compromise?
Evaluate the resource: http://bit.ly/lib100art (each group gets lib100art1, 2,3,4).
Evaluative metrics:
 Authority:  Who wrote the article, what can you find out about them (hint, look around the article, try their name out in Google) 
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
Topical Accuracy:  How relevant is this resource to the research question.  Exactly which piece of the research question does it address?
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
Content Accuracy / Bias:  Is the based in fact or opinion?  Does the resource have a particular bias or perspective?  What kind of article is it (e.g Editorial, research article, news article, etc)?
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
Publisher perspective:  Who published this article?  What can you find out about the publisher and their perspective on this topic (i.e. do they have a stake in representing the topic a certain way)?  Hint – try googling the publisher name, journal name or use alexa (http://www.alexa.com/) to find out about a website.
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
Key questions
1.  What role do you think that this article would play in helping answer the research question?


2. What other resources or information would you need to fully answer the research question?
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