Worksheet 1 -  Framing the research question

Exercise overview
This exercise is intended to give you an understanding of how to start with a broad idea and focus it into a research question or thesis appropriate for a research paper.  The exercise takes you through the process of completing initial research on a broad topic, identifying related ideas, creating an outline of information needed for a thesis/research statement, and the creation of the thesis statement.  
Instructions
Working in groups of 3, complete the worksheet.  Appoint one person to record the group answers on the worksheet, one person to read the questions and assignments to the group, and one person who is responsible for reporting back.  All three members of the group should participate in discussion and reading.
Problem Exploration (Approx 20 min)
The broad topic that your group will start out with is “Cell phone safety.”
As a group, brainstorm some thinks you know about your broad topic.  Have the recorder write those ideas down below.
	
	
	

	

	
	
	

	

	
	
	

	

	
	
	

	



Instructions:  Using these ideas, have each of your members search for these terms/ideas in the following databases.  Have each group member pick one database and search it.  Have the person who chooses CQ Researcher also search the New York Times.  For each of the databases answer each question.  The person who searches both CQ Researcher and the New York Times only has to select one article to read from the two databases.
1.  Google (http://www.google.com)
a. Scan the results of your searches.  What did the first page of results look like (topically, resource type, date, etc).____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
b. Try multiple searches with different terms.  Which terms did you like best and why? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
c. Select an article to read.  Skim it quickly to make sure it is on topic.  The article should be at least 3 pages in length (estimate).  It should also have links to other articles or ideas.
2. Wikipedia (http://www.wikipedia.com)
a. Scan the results of your searches.  What did the first page of results look like (topically, resource type, date, etc). ________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

b. Try multiple searches with different terms.  Which terms did you like best and why?_ ________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
c. Select an article to read.  Skim it quickly to make sure it is on topic.  The article should be at least 3 pages in length (estimate).  It should also have links to other articles or ideas.
3. NyTimes (http://nytimes.com)
a. Scan the results of your searches.  What did the first page of results look like (topically, resource type, date, etc). ________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

b. Try multiple searches with different terms.  Which terms did you like best and why?_ ________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
c. Select an article to read.  Skim it quickly to make sure it is on topic.  The article should be at least 3 pages in length (estimate).  It should also have links to other articles or ideas.
4. CQ Researcher (http://library.cqpress.com/)
a. Scan the results of your searches.  What did the first page of results look like (topically, resource type, date, etc). ________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

b. Try multiple searches with different terms.  Which terms did you like best and why?_ ________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
c. Select an article to read.  Skim it quickly to make sure it is on topic.  The article should be at least 3 pages in length (estimate).  It should also have links to other articles or ideas.
Key questions
Instructions:  As a group discuss your experience and answer the following questions.  Have the recorder jot down the decision or observations of the group.
1.  Was there a database that returned better results than the others?  If so, why?

2.  Which search terms worked best in your database?   Were they similar for everyone?

Problem Evaluation (Approx 20 min)
Instructions:  Problem diagramming is a way of reading articles that help you identify main and sub topics, issues related to the sub-topics, and related or tangential ideas.  Look over the following topical diagram and answer the following questions.
 (
Google digital books settlement
)


 (
Author / publisher profits
) (
Copyright infringement
)
 (
Legal protection:  concern that only 
google
 is protected
)



 (
Internet Archive – another digitizer
) (
Publishers who want to protect intellectual property
) (
Libraries wonder about role they play
)






1. What is the main topic in the article?______________________________________

2. What are two of the primary sub-topics in the article?_________________________
____________________________________________________________________


3. Can you identify common groups or individuals to your sub-topics?




Article exploration
Instructions:  Each member of the group should read the article they selected.  As you read, take notes on sub-topics (e.g. topics related to the broad topic but more limited in scope), issues related to those sub-topics (e.g. a topic debate, unknown aspects, or unresolved conflicts), and sub-topic perspectives (e.g. a pro/con stance, elements surrounding the unknown issue, people or groups behind the conflicts).

Article1  _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Article 2
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Article 3
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Key questions
Instructions:  As a group discuss your experience and answer the following questions.  Have the recorder jot down the decision or observations of the group.
1. Map out the sub-topics related to your primary topic.  Connect the sub topics to one another and to the main topic.   Write down pro/con type issues or unknown facets of each sub-topic.  Write down interested groups or persons.  












2.  What were the common issues related to the sub-topics?



3.  Were there any groups or individuals related to the sub-topics?  Did any relate to multiple sub-topics?




Plan your research question / thesis (Approx 10 min)
Instructions:  As a group, identify a single sub-topic, issue, or perspective and answer each of the following questions.

1.  List relevant sub-topics of your selected sub-topic.  


Write your thesis statement /research question
Instructions:  As a group, review your outline and form a thesis statement / research question.  A well formed question / statement should:
· Not be answerable as a yes/no question
· States a broad topic and refines the idea
· Addresses assumptions embedded in the topic 
· Addresses any inherent bias in the topic/issue or in the way the question is asked
· States a direction or perspective for your research topic
· Points to an obvious avenue of research to answer the question or address the thesis statement
An example of a good research question is:  Although the publishers have been vocal on their position regarding how google will compensate them when people purchase books, other organizations such as the Internet Archive have an equal stance in this agreement and are not currently included.  How can an agreement be structured to allow these organizations to be equal players and what impact will this agreement have on the use of digitized books?
Thesis statement / research question
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Key questions
As a group, think about your research question / thesis statement.  Did it answer all of the key points of a good question?  If not, modify your question to fit.
As a group, brainstorm the types of resources you would need to answer your question.  List up to five resource types / or resource content that would help you answer your question.
1. __________________________________________________________________
2. __________________________________________________________________
3. __________________________________________________________________
4. __________________________________________________________________
5. __________________________________________________________________
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